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UM CONSULTANT
SEES DANGER IN
COLLEGE STANDARDIZATION
MISSOULA--The greatest threat to American higher education today is not student riots but rather
the dangers of standardization, Dr. E. Lee McLean, a Berkeley California educator, told the
Missoula Kiwanis Club Tuesday.
A consultant to the University of Montana, Dr. McLean said federal funds can have the
effect of forcing colleges and universities into the same mold.
"Federal funds are tied to certain formulas in most instances and our universities
must follow these formulas in order to get the money," he said.

However, he reported, these

funds have been "literally a salvation to many institutions" during the last decade.
"One of the great strengths of American higher education traditionally has been its
diversity," Dr. McLean continued.

"As a nation we should never have a system in which

every student learns precisely what every other student learns.

This is the hallmark of

totalitarianism."
The major impact of the student disturbances has been that public confidence in
American universities has seriously eroded, he said.
"Paradoxical as it may seem, I am convinced that the tremendous and terrifying problems
which now face higher education are the most fortunate developments in a quarter-century.
They make it mandatory for us to examine educational philosophy, to adopt new methods and
adapt old ones, to find new resources in teachers, facilities and finances," he said.
Dr. McLean labeled most college and university students "magnificent, dedicated and
intelligent" persons who want a better world and who are impatient at the slowness with
which society moves toward making the world better.
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"Today's students are taking us to task as adults for the sad state of affairs in the
nation," he said.

"These young people are telling us something and we would be well-advised

to listen."
Dr. McLean was critical of campus violence.

He said, "Some of the methods used by stu

dents across the nation to let us know of their discontent are aimless, disorganized and
downright destructive.

There can be no justification for violence.

violence should not be tolerated on the campus.

And those who advocate

Nonetheless, the validity of their

complaints is something we must face."
Dr. McLean, who recently worked with other educators in conducting an objective survey
for the University of Montana, praised the University as "making a significant forward thrust,
especially in the last couple of years," and termed it as being on the verge of becoming,
"truly a significant university by national standards."
The Californian said that what makes America unique in higher education is the high
percentage of high school graduates who go on to college.
The figure stands at 43 per cent in the United States, compared to 24 per cent in Russia,
16 per cent in France and five per cent in England, he said.

And yet, despite this broad

base of involvement, he added, there is still the great gulf of misunderstandings between
the public and the universities.
"The image of the bearded student and the dissident professor is much too general," he
said.

"In actuality, America's college students have probably never been more concerned or

more serious than this present generation, and faculty members have probably never been more
well-informed or competent than those in the classrooms today."
The student of today, he said, "shares with all society the uncertainties and insecuritie
of a world in turmoil and torment.
be
"Is it any wonder that students refuse to/put in a sandbox to play the innocent game
traditionally called 'student activities'?"
For the past ten years Dr. McLean has been Coordinator of Special Projects for the ninecampus system of the University of California, Berkeley.
He began his career on the faculty of Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn., about 20
years ago. He is presently directing a survey for the Ford Foundation concerning the use of
private funds in universities outside the United States, and has made two trips around tin.
world in the last year on this study. Dr. McLean served as consultant to about 100 colleges
and universities throughout his career.
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